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The Metaphysical night of Han Mac Tiur: The Poetry of Ecstasy and Blood

Munehiro NOHIRA

Summary

Vietnamese poet Han Mac Tu (1912-1940) emerged during the period of modern poetry
flourishing known as the “New Poetry” movement in 1930s Vietnam. In this paper, after providing
an overview of his 28-year-short life and poetry-related activities, I delve into an examination of the
characteristics of the world of moonlit nights that he depicted in his poems. From the thrid part of
his poetry collection Suffering (1938), in the midst of existential anguish, the poet begins to soar his
soul into the world of the “metaphysical night,” experiencing strange scenes, which he then portrays
in his poetry with his very “blood.” In this moonlit realm, both the subjectivity of consciousness and
all objects, as well as the boundaries between dreams and the real world, dissolve in the moonlight,
merging and permeating each other in a hazy manner. If we interpret the world he experienced as
a realm of deep subconsciousness, it is possible to view his poetry as an example aligned with the

shamanic spiritual traditions in Eastern thought that regard such experiences as genuine reality.
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